A Mapazine

'ﬂArc fleclyre
and Decoyation N8,

T R ——

~ Single Num
- Eﬁﬂunhhﬂ

Dollars
1222 CHESTNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA Kive o




House & Garden

Vol. II HOUSE AND GARDEN No.7

Contents for July

PAGE

AN ENGLISH MARINE GARDEN AND RESIDENCE IN COURSE OF

CONSTRUCTION, by Thomas H. Mawson.

ALGERIAN GARDEN-HOUSES.

THE TREATMENT OF CITY SQUARES

Rosinsox.

Hlustrated by the Author, 283
Hliustrations, 2gH

(I1), by CHariLes MuLForD
Niustrated, jo0

A ROW OF SUBURBAN STORES, designed by Lawresce VIssCHER Bovb,

Architect.

TWO NANTUCKET GARDENS, by ArTHUR A. SHURTLEFF.

Mlustrated, 308
Nlustrated, 310

THE BOULEVARD PROJECT IN PHILADELPHIA, by Hereerr C. Wisk,

SYRIAN BRASSWORK, by E. N. VarLanpiGcHAM,

HMlustrated, i1y
Hlustrated, 324

TYROLESE ARCHITECTURE (/, Towns), by Herwert C. Wisk, Hlustrated, 328

NOTES AND REVIEWS.

Hiustrated, 341

MEMORIAL CHURCH, AMBLER, PA.

10" CONOSERA TILE
MANUFACTURED BY THE

CELADON

ROOFING TILE CO.

156 Fifth Ave.,, NEW YORK, Eastern Office
204 Dearborn St.,, CHICAGO, Western Office
Works at Alfred, N. ¥. and Ottawa, [IL

STRICTLY FIREPROOF

The Keasey & Marmison Co.’S

MACNESIA
BUILDINCG LUMBER

(PATENTED)
(MAGNESIALITH)

Compased of the natural fibre of Magnesia Silacare, this
novel article of manufacture is made by first felung these
fibres carefully and systematically by means af sustable
machinery and then cementing the fibres h‘.l-;lrthﬂ by means
af an .Irl:;ﬂti.lll?' made Magnesia Silicare, which, fnm:irl;ﬂ:_
homogeneosus structure, thus unites to create a REW article
commerce suitable for the most extensive employment a8 A
permanent fire-stop in the erection of _hmlel-p. P"'"*'“ﬂ;_
roofi, etc., and as a preferred backing in the bulk heads
vessels, ete., £,

MAGNESIA BUILDING BOARDS

AND
MAGNESIA PIPE COVERINGS
Manufactured by
KEASBEY & MATTISON
COMPANY

AMBLER, PENNA.
Correspondence solicited

il

Digitized by GOm 81@

UNIVERS

In wriving v adverniiers pleaw meation Hovse anp Ganpes

|—::-_w-' OF [l |- CHIGAN

#



Tweoe Nantucket Gardens

k' those I-I'ug
the
state of Massachu-
which lie
detached from the
mamnland off
southern
Cape Cod, only
one has harbored a
community ofsufh-
clent size and 1indi-
viduality to entitle
it to be named with
the more Hmportant
towns of the main-
land. That frag-
ment i1s the island
of Nantucket, and its largest settlement,
known as the town of Nantucket, has always
been associated in the early 1
history of New Fngland with
the famous maritime countries
of the Old World. In those
days the frigates, merchantmen
and whalers of Salem and
Newburyport, New Bedford
and Nantucket, were as well
known in toreign ports as the
ships of Boston, New York,
and Philadelphia; and the
world’s trade looked upon
these towns of the carly sertle-
ment as important centers in
its ganglia of production and
carrying. This glory has for-

ments of
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Y 4

TWO
NANTUCKET
GARDENS

BY

ARTHUR A. SHURTLEFF,

saken the lesser towns until their names are
now recorded only in shipping lists and ledgers
which have been mouldering for halfa century
in empty warchouses and dismantled offices.

The decay of commerce in a community
preserves its antiquities, New York and
Boston have few landmarks to show of the
times when they were rivals of Nantucket;
but Nantucket, Salem, Newburyport and
New Bedford remain to-day in many respects
unchanged in appearance since trade lan-
guished in them. It is consequently in these
towns that we find examples D:]Ett‘ff_'ts, houses,
gardens, and a thousand other things which
pleased our ancestors and which now please
us on account of their quaintness and their
associations. The student of gardens who is
not a worshipper of these qualities will find
but little to interest him in the ruined gardens

GENERAL VIEW OF NANTUCKET
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3 1
:L ;:E“fk? for there are present in them
erdis ng characteristics of design or excel-
ncies. of architectural detail which can com-
Pdr:r with many a garden upon the mainland.
.I,HE““TU*']'E"—:!“ Wﬂﬁjht: |'1n!m: of seafaring men.
moneys which built her houses were

SANFORD PLACE

earned upon the high seas, and her carpenters
were skilled in ship framing and in figurehead
carving. It is not strange, therefore, that the
houses of the captains wcrr.w.hiplike,—st:lunch.,
modestly small, prettily paneled and corniced,
and neat to the last degree. They were placed

S
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Twe Nantucket Gardens

THE SANFORD PLACE FROM THE STREET

closely together
like ships in a
haven, and their
owners looked
with unenvious
eyes upon the
acres ntp unoccu-
pied moorland in
the interior of the
island, The mari-
Hme interests of

the people and °

the unproductive
soi1l gave little
encouragement
to farming. So
sterile was the soil
that many garden
plots were sup-
plhed with rich
earth hrmlght in
ships from the
fallow lands across
the water to the
north. However
it may be ex-
plained, Nan-
tucket was appar-
ently deficient in
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PLAN OF THE SANFORD PLACE

NANTUCKET

gardens as com-
pared with con-
remporary towns
upon the coast of
the mainland, if
we are to take as
evidence the
singular dea‘rt[} of
gardens existing
to-day. Disap-
pointing though
Nantucket gar-
dens are in point
of numbers, they
possess the Eh-'-lrrm
of the best New
Fngland gardens
to a rtmarkahl_r
degree. This 1s
to be attributed
perhaps to the
mildness of the
island's climate
which allows
many of the less
har:ig.f plants a
more luxurant
growth than 1s
possible upon the

jt']'.
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ALONG THE MAIN PATH
mainland and gives a longer life to arbors, and
urh:l:r structures of wood. It is also to be
attributed to the care with which these gardens
have been maintained, and their freedom from
modern innovations, like the cast-iron vase
and plants with foliage of violent color con-
trast. Their designers seem to have realized
the value of a direct relation between the gar-
den and the house, and the effectiveness of a
formal design in the garden itself. The rect-
:lrl:gular shape of the land about the house and
¢ rectangular subdivision of the house into
rooms, ﬁuggestr:d a general design for the
garden which hardly could be improved. The
tg:rd}fn '-15'35 tre:ltl-:d as a nm:diﬁt‘d t.".'lll't.'nﬁi['l!‘l of
1|'~* ouse-plan in which clipped box edging,
;rti:;:z-a;ifiﬁ-r?td j'.l.f:ll]-;:-:,r symmetrically placed
9 alm:l vine-clad ﬁ:r:ce::‘. rr:}n:at:fd the struct-
l]isrmcﬁ:ma'nmms of l'l:lf:_ indoor dwelling,
- g views of adjoining houses and
e ere screened from sight by high
:x;:dﬂ fﬁmes! walls, and p]anturmr}s which
oarles ﬂﬂf}irlh’acy of the house into the
ant:ﬂ : Iurthtjr degree of seclusion was
whith o ¥ plantations of apple and pear trees
s ipered the light from the sky without
ucing a shade too dense for the thritry

SANFORD PLACE

rowth of verdure beneath. These trees
also furnished a display of blossoms in May
which almost outrivaled the later flowers of
summer. There can be but little doubt that
the gardens served a real usefulness in the
family life, if we are to accept as evidence the
presence of arbors and benches which afford
ngreeable resting places while offering effec-
tive vantage points for views of the garden.
Better testimony of the gardens’ favor in the
family regard is evidenced by the mere fact
of their existence to-day after a lapse of years,
during which they would have been overgrown
and obliterated had they not enjoyed constant
and appreciative care. Destruction by the
weather of wooden buildings is slow, and it
can be arrested from year to year by renewal
of shingles and clapboards; but the gardens
fall so quickly a prey to exposure that, with-
out the painstaking care of appreciation, they
are likely to be lost as records and as places
of delight. They belong to a period of
wooden architecture, and therefore their
arbors, benches, and terrace steps are frail and
quickly fall to ruin. Indeed the most persist-
ing objects in them are usually the edgings ot
box which often outlive the apparently more

--—
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Twe Nantucket Gardens

permanent paths and low terraces of the
garden. Happily there are hands which
care for many of these gardens, and re-
pair their ruins tenderly as they dwindle,
taking delight in the generarions of roses
which have blossomed vear after vear for

half a century or more in the same knot
or bed.

The accompanying plans and photo-
graphs illustrate the Sanford and King
gardens which are perhaps the most inter-
esting of the older gardens on the island.
Sad to say, like the majority of existing
New England gardens, they were built at
a comparatively recent period, the early
part of the last century being the date
ascribed to them. Furl:unate%y there is evi-
dence to support the tradition that they were
copied from much older gardens then in their
prime. A detailed description either of the
design of these estates or their plantations
would perhaps prove tiresome, but it may be
profitable however to consider briefly a few of
the more important features of the drsignﬂ.

Formality is evidently the first characteristic of
the two gardens. This element was doubtless

DIAGONAL VIEW OF ROSE GARDEN

THE SANFORD ROSE GARDEN IN WINTER

much less an esthetic object of the designers
than an expedient of economy imposed upon
them by the limited size of the gardens and
their effective maintenance, as well as the ease
of marking the designs upon the ground.
The seclusion given the gardens by means of
border screens which separate them from the
street, from neighboring property, and even
to a slight degree from the houses themselves,
is also a noteworthy characteristic. In both
. designs, how-
ever, there 18
little effort to
screen the stable
from the garden,
and the only
path connection
hetween the
house and stable
is afforded by the
garden footways.
The economic
value of the
garden 1s also
evidenced hj;_th_{:
presence of fruit
trees which were
pr ubahln]]r as
much prued 1:ur
their m:lra:r@l
vield as for their
emhbellishment
of the enclosure.
The two plans
also indicate the

SANFORD PLACE depen dence

)
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PLAN OF THE KING PLACE

placed upon box hedges to mark off for the
eye’s pleasure the main outline of the garden’s
pattern and to give character to designs
which without hedges would have rather

A WALK IN THE KING GARDEN

suffered than have been improved by the
presence of flowers in the ill-defined panels
between the paths. Indeed the only con-
siderable architectural effect in the gardens

THE KING GARDEN FROM THE WINDMILL
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THE PATH ALONG THE EAST SIDE

THE NORTH EXTREMITY

IANTUCKET
VIEWS IN THE KING GARDEN NANTUC
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Two Nantucket Gardens

DOOR YARDS

results from the use of this box plant in
ribbons, strings and knobs.
architectural objects like balustrades, foun-
tains, sun-dials and statuary, is characteristic
of the designs, and is perhaps difficult to
explain when it 1s considered how fond were
the early architects of colonnades, intricate
cornices, porticos, elaborate newel-posts,
alcoves, and delicately traced mantels. Per-
haps there was wisdom in treating the garden
in a manner so simple because it was thus
removed from rivalry with the house, and
could be the more completely devoted to a
display of forms and surfaces seen at their
best under conditions of exposure which were
not favorable to the permanence of wooden
ornaments. The names of a few of the more

The absence of

NANTUUKET

important plants which appear in the gardens
are entered upon the plans.

Much might be written of the dooryards
of Nantucket, since this part of the typical
estate seems usually to have enjoyed much
more care than the little rectangle of open
land behind the dwelling. The white palings
of the front fence upon the one side, the lively
glitter of window panes upon the other, and
the constant interest of passing in the street
earned for the few square yards of turfat either
side of the front door steps the chief regard of
the family. These door yards, rather than the
gardens, are usually the most attractive part of
the grounds about the homestead, and one to
which the casual visitor is likely to attribute
a great share of Nantucket's charm.

Eaw Enprance .L-_-.rE.rJ Crarden
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